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Introduction   www.net-athome.org
 

Th is  con fe rence /exh ib i t i on ,  wh ich  has  ran  fo r  the  pas t  10  years ,  i s  
he ld  annua l l y  and  has  p roven  to  be  poss ib ly ,  the  bes t  source  o f  
i n fo rmat ion  fo r  those  invo lved  in  the  smar t  home indus t ry .  
  

The even t  was  we l l  a t tended  w i th  over  158  a t tendees  f rom around  
the  wor ld  w i th  represen ta t i ves  f rom mos t  European  coun t r ies .  
Inc luded  in  these  f igu res  were  17  f rom the  UK,  4  f rom Spa in ,  11  
f rom Germany ,  6  f rom I ta ly  w i th  par t i c ipan ts  f rom around  the  wor ld  
inc lud ing  Ind ia ,  Russ ia ,  Ch ina ,  I s rae l ,  Japan ,  Ta iwan ,  S ingapore ,  
Sou th  A f r i ca ,  Canada,  Hong  Kong,  Aus t ra l ia ,  and  18  f rom the  
USA.   
 
The Homeplug Al l iance   www.homeplug.org
 
The  HomePlug  A l l i ance  announced  tha t  they  had  so ld  over  12  
mi l l i on  un i t s  th i s  year  and  tha t  the i r  sa les  were  doub l ing  every  
year ,  however ,  they  expec ted  the i r  sa les  to  exp lode  beyond  
quadrup le  in  the  years  to  come.   They  announced  tha t  the re  was  a  
cons iderab le  g rowth  in  the  compan ies  who were  now produc ing  
power l ine  p roduc ts  w i th  many  la rge  names inc luded .   A lso  
inc luded  were  mos t  o f  the  European  te lecoms p rov iders  (BT 
excep ted ,  who  d id  no t  a t tend  the  con fe rence  e i the r )  who ,  i t  was  
sa id ,  were  us ing  i t  fo r  d i s t r ibu t ing  IPTV.    
 
The  HomePlug  A l l i ance  ‘Command and  Cont ro l ’  spec i f i ca t ion  was  
ra t i f i ed  in  November  07 .   One  o f  the  ma jo r  a ims  o f  the  
spec i f i ca t ion  was  re l iab i l i t y  and  i t  was  s ta ted  tha t  the  re l iab i l i t y  o f  
the  p roduc t  was  in  excess  o f  99 .9% w i th  smoke  a la rms us ing  th is  
techno logy  g iven  as  an  example  o f  the  dep loyment  o f  th i s  p roduc t .  
 
Dur ing  the  b reak  I  spoke  to  the  home p lug  a l l i ance  represen ta t i ve  
who  to ld  me tha t  ve rs ions  o f  HomePlug  wh ich  hand led  HDCP were  
be ing  so ld  now.   A lso  on  d isp lay  on  the i r  s tand  was  a  
demons t ra t ion  o f  the  HomePlug  and  DS2 power l ine  p roduc ts  on  a  
home env i ronment  s imu la to r ,  wh ich  d is t r ibu ted  SD and  HD V ideo .   
Two sources  o f  no ise  genera t ion  were  f i t ted ,  one  be ing  a  compac t  
f l uo rescen t  and  the  o ther  be ing  a  mob i le  phone  charger .   When 
the  DS2 un i t  was  used  there  was  sever  p ix i l a t ion  when the  
HomePlug  un i t  was  used  there  was  c lear  v i s ion .   The  HomePlug  
represen ta t i ve  s ta ted  tha t  Homep lug  power l ine  cou ld  be  used  on  

http://www.net-athome.org/
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mul t igang  ex tens ion  socke t  ou t le ts  bu t  no t  where  suppress ion  was  
used .  
 
 
 
Yi t ran    www.yi t ran .com
 
Th is  company  had  a  s tand  demons t ra t ing  a  range  o f  p roduc ts ,  
pa r t i cu la r l y  commun ica t ing  u t i l i t y  mete rs ,  a l l  o f  wh ich  con ta ined  
the i r  ch ips  and  worked  on  the i r  p ro toco l ,  wh ich  had  been  adop ted  
by  the  Powerp lug  A l l i ance  as  the i r  command and  con t ro l  s tandard .  
 
Y i t ran  exp la ined  tha t  the i r  sys tem cou ld  con t ro l  up  to  2000  nodes  
in  each  ne twork ,  based  on  DCSK modu la t ion  commun ica t ing  in  3  
modes : -  
 
S tandard  Mode 7 .5kbps  
Robus t  Mode     5 .0kbps  
Ex t reme ly  
Robus t  Mode    1 .25kbps   
 
The  sys tem uses  AES 128  b i t  enc ryp t ion ,  32  b i t  au then t i ca t ion  and  
compl ies  w i th  CENELEC s tandard  EN 50065 .   I t  shou ld  be  no ted  
tha t  EN 50065  has  been  ex tended  to  inc lude  low vo l tage  
decoup l ing  f i l t e rs ,  however ,  the re  appears  to  be  few 
manufac tu re rs  who  ac tua l l y  make  p roduc ts  to  th i s  s tandard .  
 
CEPCA   www.CEPCA.com

Th is  p resen ta t ion  spe l led  good  news fo r  consumers  as  i t  was  
exp la ined  tha t  mos t  o f  the  ma jo r  power l ine  o rgan isa t ions  in  the  
wor ld  were  coming  toge ther  to  agree  a  common s tandard  under  
the  Ins t i tu te  o f  E lec t r i ca l  and  E lec t ron ic  Eng ineers  ( IEEE)  
umbre l la .   Work  s ta r ted  on  th is  p ro jec t  i n  2005  to  p roduce  a  
un i f i ed  new s tandard  No.  IEEE P1901,  wh ich  i s  now reach ing  
matu r i t y  and  i s  expec ted  to  be  i ssued  ear l y  nex t  year  (2008) .  

Consumer  E lec t ron ics  Power l ine  Commun ica t ion  A l l i ance  (CEPCA)  
i s  a  nonpro f i t  co rpora t ion  es tab l i shed  to  p romote  and  con t inuous ly  
advance  h igh  speed  PLC techno logy  to  u t i l i ze  and  imp lement  a  
new genera t ion  o f  consumer  e lec t ron ics  p roduc ts  th rough  the  
rap id ,  b road  and  open  indus t ry  adop t ion  o f  Consumer  E lec t ron ics  
Power l ine  Commun ica t ion  A l l i ance  Spec i f i ca t ions .  By  deve lop ing  
and  p romot ing  managed coex is tence  o f  va r ious  PLC techno log ies ,  
the  A l l i ance  p rov ides  consumers  a  comfor tab le  and  re l iab le  home 
ne twork ing  exper ience .   

http://www.yitran.com/


Spiedcom  www.spidcom.com 
 
Sp iedcom had  p roduc ts  con ta in ing  the i r  ch ips  on  d isp lay  on  the i r  
s tand ,  wh ich  d is t r ibu ted  HD V ideo  us ing  power l ine  adap te rs .   They  
a lso  had  p .c .  ca rds  w i th  co -ax  connec to rs  wh ich  d id  the  same.   A t  
th i s  s tage  Sp iedcom do  no t  have  European  d is t r ibu t ion  fo r  the i r  
p roduc ts  and  a re  f ind ing  i t  a  d i f f i cu l t  marke t  to  pene t ra te  desp i te  
be ing  a  F rench  company .   They  have  no t  ye t  cons idered  p roduc ing  
p roduc ts  w i th  HDMI  o r  DVI  in te r faces  us ing  HDCP. 
 
KNX    www.knx.org

 
KNX were  p roud ly  p roc la im ing  the  fac t  tha t  they  had  the  on ly  
‘open  sys tem’  to  ISO/ IEC 14543  and  EN 50090 .   They  had  been  
asked  to  take  a  speakers  s lo t  i n  the  con fe rence  because  they  had  
subs tan t ia l l y  inc reased  the i r  marke t  share  in  the  p rev ious  year .   
Amongs t  the  a r ray  o f  speakers  who  were  inc luded  in  the  KNX 
speakers  team was  AMX who have  on ly  recen t l y  added  KNX 
connec t i v i t y  to  the i r  p roduc t  range  “  because  the i r  cus tomers  had  
asked  them to  inc lude  i t ”    
 
Ano ther  KNX par tner  WHD in t roduced  the i r  range  o f  p roduc ts  fo r  
mu l t i  room aud io  sys tems,  pub l i c  address  and  o ther  sys tems us ing  
the  KNX pro toco l .   The i r  ‘ one  box ’  so lu t ion  p rov ides  a  va r ie ty  o f  
methods  to  commun ica te  w i th  mu l t ip le  e lec t ron ic  dev ices  us ing  an  
room mounted  IR  t ransmi t te r  to  de l i ve r  the  s igna ls ,  wh ich  wou ld  
norma l l y  be  genera ted  by  a  hand  he ld  remote  con t ro l  un i t .   Wi th  
respec t  to  the  zoned  speakers ,  i t  shou ld  be  no ted  tha t  the  KNX 
in te r face  on ly  con t ro l led  the  on-o f f  func t ion  o f  the  loud  speakers  
in  the  WHD sys tem,  w i th  a l l  the  speakers  be ing  w i red  us ing  
ind iv idua l  Ca t  7  cab les .   
 
KNX were  a lso  g iv ing  away  cop ies  o f  the i r  s ta r te r  ETS3 so f tware  
package  on  the i r  s tand  in  the  exh ib i t i on  where  they  had  an  
exce l len t  d i sp lay  o f  p roduc ts  wh ich  a l l  comp l ied  w i th  KNX 
s tandards .   The  range  o f  manufac tu re rs  a lone  shows why  us ing  
KNX to  p rov ide  an  au tomat ion  so lu t ion  makes  sense  fo r  bo th  
con t rac to rs  and  c l ien ts  a l i ke .  
 
I t  shou ld  be  no ted  tha t  KNX s t i l l  appear  no t  to  o f fe r  a  power l ine  
so lu t ion  in  the i r  p roduc t  wh ich  I  cons ider  to  be  a  weakness  wh ich  
shou ld  be  rec t i f i ed .  
 
ICRON    www. icron.com
 
There  was  a  s tand  run  by  Ic ron  d isp lay ing  d is t r ibu t ion  o f  USB by  
ca t  5  cab le ,  power l ine ,  f i b re  and  w i re less  (802 .11)  the i r  cu r ren t  
range  covered  USB2 @ 480Mbps  and  were  look ing  to  imp lement  

http://www.knx.org/
http://www.icron.com/


USB3 @ 4 .5Gbps  and  WUSB1.1  @1Gbps  bo th  o f  wh ich  a re  no t  ye t  
cu r ren t l y  ava i lab le  in  the i r  p roduc t  range .  
 
Fi recomms  www.f i recomms.com  
 
Fo r  some t ime p las t i c  op t i ca l  f i b re  has  p romised  to  make  i t s  en t ry  
in to  the  home as  a  home ne twork ing  p roduc t .  A t  ano ther  exh ib i t i on  
I  a t tended  I  found  tha t  p las t i c  op t i ca l  f i b re  p roduc ts ,  wh ich  f i t ted  
in to  s tandard  e lec t r i ca l  accessory  ou t le t  boxes  were  now w ide ly  
ava i lab le  toge ther  w i th  easy  te rm ina t ion  k i t s .   A t  th is  con fe rence  a  
company  ca l led  F i recomms f rom I re land  were  demons t ra t ing  the i r  
po f  range  o f  p roduc ts  (o r  compan ies  who made p roduc ts  us ing  
the i r  l eds ) .   As  par t  o f  the i r  e thos ,  they  had  to  p rov ide  an  easy  
cab le  te rm ina t ion  k i t  and  te rmina t ions ,  wh ich  were  no t  to  cu r ren t  
po f  s tandards  used  by  mos t  AV p roduc t  manufac tu re rs ,  bu t  were  
more  compac t  and  used  Mi ts ibu t i  po f .   The i r  p roduc t  range  
inc luded  RJ45  e lec t r i ca l  to  op t i ca l  conver te rs  made by  Moto ro l la .   
The i r  p roduc ts  genera l l y  were  des igned  to  d is t r ibu te  100Mbps  
over  50  –  70m us ing  po f  in  the  home or  sma l l  bus iness  p remises .  
 
 
The NEM In i t ia t ive  
 
  Th is  sess ion  looked  a t  ne tworked  and  e lec t ron ic  med ia  p resen t  
and  pas t .   The  open ing  speaker  showed a  v is ion  f rom 1956 ,  wh ich  
accura te ly  dep ic ted  some o f  the  techno logy  e i the r  imminen t l y  near  
o r  in  use  today .    
 
The  speakers  spoke  abou t  cu r ren t  techno logy  and  cur ren t  t rends ,  
iden t i f y ing  a reas  wh ich  they  cons idered  need  to  change  inc lud ing  
some o f  the  work  be ing  done  under  the  fee l  the  fee l@home  
p ro jec t  wh ich  looks  a t  techno logy  beyond  the  cur ren t  s ta te  o f  the  
a r t .  
 
One  speaker  gave  a  p resen ta t ion  on  the  HGI  and  mus t  have  been  
f rom a  te lecoms serv ice  p rov iders  company  as  he  cou ld  no t  
unders tand  why  consumers  asked  b roadband p rov iders  who 
p rov ide  home ne twork ing  serv ices  fo r  he lp  when they  have  a  
p rob lem w i th  the i r  sys tem.   
 
The  las t  speaker  in  th i s  g roup  cons idered  the  ex tended  home and  
such  aspec ts  as  the  ex tended  hosp i ta l  and  what  cou ld  he lp  peop le  
to  be  au tonomous  and  what  ass is t i ve  techno logy  cou ld  be  used  to  
he lp  peop le  in  need .  
 
The European Monami   Project  www.monami . in fo   
 
Th is  European  IST p ro jec t  has  been  se t  up  to  demons t ra te  how 
access ib le  use fu l  se rv ices  de l i ve red  by  d ig i ta l  te lev is ion ,  mob i le  
te lephones  and  the  in te rne t  can  suppor t  and  he lp  d isab led  peop le  

http://www.firecomms.com/
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to  l i ve  more  independent l y .  The  p ro jec t  i s  be ing  led  by  The  
Swed ish  Hand icap  Ins t i tu te  who  a re  work ing  w i th  a  number  o f  
compan ies  to  p rov ide  a  range  o f  p roduc ts  a imed a t  he lp ing  
Monami  ach ieve  the i r  goa ls ,  th i s  inc ludes  the  company  ‘ In  V iew 
AB’  www. inv iew.se  who  make  an  easy  to  use  in te r face  wh ich  
works  in  con junc t ion  w i th  a  te lev is ion  so f tware  in te r face  package .   
 

The European ESTIA Project www.ist‐estia.org

Th is  European  IST p ro jec t  focuses  on  the  des ign  and  deve lopment  
o f  techno log ies  fo r  e f f i c ien t  pe rsona l i sed  management  o f  
aud iov isua l  con ten t  and  wh i te  goods  func t ions ,  loca l l y  w i th in  the  
home.  The i r  goa l  i s  to  deve lop  a  spec i f i ca t ion  wh ich  de ta i l s  the  
requ i red  resources  fo r  ne twork  in f ras t ruc tu re ,  commun ica t ions  
components  ( res iden t ia l  ga teways  and  commun ica t ion  in te r faces) ,  
mach ine- to -mach ine ,  m idd leware  and  serv ice  leve ls ,  w i th  a  v iew 
to  enab le  seamless  aud iov isua l  con ten t  man ipu la t ion  on  users  
te rm ina ls  in  a  persona l i sed  manner .   

The  p ro jec t  w i l l  p roduce  a  b rochure  in  Spr ing  2008 ,  wh ich  w i l l  
exp la in  the  de l i ve rab les  o f  the  p ro jec t .  

 
The European i2home Pro ject  www. i2home.org 
 

Th is  European  IST p ro jec t  I2HOME,  i s  the  In tu i t i ve  In te rac t ion  fo r  
Everyone  w i th  Home App l iances  based  on  Indus t ry  S tandards .  In  
th i s  way ,  I2HOME w i l l  make  dev ices  and  app l iances  a t  home more  
access ib le  to  persons  w i th  m i ld  cogn i t i ve  d isab i l i t i es  and  o lder  
persons ,  us ing  a  new ma ins t ream user  in te r face  s tandard  –  the  
Un iversa l  Remote  Conso le  (URC) .  I  cou ld  no t  he lp  wonder ing  i f  
they  had  looked  a t  the  Log i tech  Harmony  1000  touch  sc reen  
p rogrammab le  un ive rsa l  con t ro l  w i th  RF ex tender ,  as  tha t  appears  
to  ach ieve  much  o f  wha t  they  a re  t r y ing  to  do .  

 
The  European Ask- IT  Pro ject  www.ask- i t .org  
 

The ASK- IT  in tegra ted  p ro jec t  i s  work ing   to  es tab l i sh  Ambien t  
In te l l i gence  (AmI )  in  semant i c  web  enab led  serv ices ,  to  suppor t  
and  p romote  the  mob i l i t y  o f  Mob i l i t y  Impa i red  peop le ,  enab l ing  the  
p rov is ion  o f  pe rsona l i sed ,  se l f - con f igu rab le ,  i n tu i t i ve  and  con tex t -
re la ted  app l i ca t ions  and  serv ices .   I t   i s  a l so  fac i l i t a t ing  knowledge ,  
con ten t  o rgan isa t ion  and  p rocess ing .  

http://www.inview.se/
http://www.ist-estia.org/


Th is  year  th i s  m a t u r e  E U  IST  p ro jec t  w h i c h  s t a r t e d  i n  O c t o b e r  2 0 0 4 ,  
had  a  s tand  and  were  d i s s e m i n a t i n g  the  p ro jec t  p rogress  and  
pub l i c i s ing  the i r  fo r thcoming  con fe rence  in  Nuremberg ,  Germany ,  
26-27  June ,  2008 .  A  n e w s l e t t e r  a n d  o t h e r  i n f o r m a t i o n  c o n c e r n i n g  t h e  
p r o j e c t  m a y  b e  d o w n l o a d e d  f r o m  t h e  A s k - I T  w e b s i t e .  

Char i té   ‐  Hea l th c a r e  a t  Home    www.op2000 . eu  

 
Th is  p resen ta t ion  by  the  ‘Surg ica l  Research  Un i t  OP 2000 ’  a t  
Europe ’s  la rges t  hosp i ta l  Char i té ,  covered  a  s im i la r  theme as  
some o ther  par t i c ipan ts  in  the  even t  and  b r ie f l y  covered  the i r  work  
on  te le  –  hea l thcare .   Th is  i s  a  majo r  a rea  o f  work  th roughou t  the  
wor ld  w i th  some sys tems connec t ing  sensors  to  peop le  wh ich  
connec t  them to  a  loca l  doc to r  o r  hosp i ta l  and  o thers  p rov id ing  a  
range  o f  se rv ices  on- l i ne .  
  
Macrov is ion   www.macrov is ion .com 
 

Th is  p resen te r  exp la ined  the  genera l  v iews  o f  ma jo r  med ia  
p rov iders  and  how mos t    tend  to  use  the i r  techno logy  in  o rder  to  
p reven t  the f t  o f  the i r  d ig i t a l  med ia .   He  exp la ined  tha t  Macrov is ion  
techno logy  was  on  DVDs ’ ,  DVD p layers ,  se t  top  boxes ,  e tc .   
Amongs t  the i r  cu r ren t  p rogrammes Macrov is ion  a re  look ing  a t  
ways  to  make  buy ing  d ig i ta l  med ia  more  fun  and  less  cons t ra in ing .  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

While every care has been taken to ensure the accuracy of the information contained in this leaflet, neither the authors 
nor the publishers can accept liability for any inaccuracies in or omissions from the information damage arising from or 

related to its use. 


